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AFDROUGHT 
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SUB J : CILSS FUTURE 

REF: STATE 010118 

1. EMBASSY COMPLETELY CONCURS WITH VIEW REFERENCED CABLE 
THAT QTE US SHOULD LET SUCCESSION QUESTION BE WORKED 
OUT BY THE REGION'S GOVERNMENT WITHOUT A US INPUT 
UNQTE. 

2. EMBASSY HAS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED SKEPTICISM OF MALI 
DROUGHT COORDINATOR MIN DEFENSE DOUKARA CONCERNING 
USEFULNESS OF CILSS WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS DEBATING FORUM 
WHILE ASSISTANCE COMES LARGELY AND MOST EFFECTIVELY FROM 
FROM BILATERAL AGREEMENTS. 

3. EMBASSY NOT AWARE WHETHER MALI'S CHIEF OF STATE, 
PRESIDENT TRAORE, HAS ANY STRONG FEELING ABOUT THE 
CILSS. UNLESS DEPT ADVISES OTHERWISE. BELIEVE 
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SOUND HIM OUT ON CILSS AND THAT MATTER MIGHT BE LEFT 
FOR AMBASSADOR MCGUIRE TO BRING UP AFTER HIS ARRIVAL HERE 
FEBRUARY 1 1, IN CONTEXT MANY ISSUES WHICH HE MAY BE 
DISCUSSING WITH PRESIDENT. 

KUNIHOLM 
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